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[57] ABSTRACT 

An alignment dement for a golf club formed of a trans- 
parent material having first and second references 
marks. The reference marks are oriented upon the ele- 
ment so that when the element is afBxed to a golf club, 
preferably a putter, the second reference mark is magni- 
fied when the first reference mark is oriented between 
the viewer and the second reference mark. Preferably 
the second reference mark is a contrasting color, lighter 
than the first reference to give the appearance, when 
viewed from above, of a darker line superimposed on a 
lighter magnified line. When affixed to a golf club, the 
alignment of the first reference mark with the magnified 
second reference mark is used to assist in positioning 
when addressing the ball 

20 daiins, 1 Drawing Sheet 
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CXUB AND HEAD FOR PUTTING DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION The golf club with sight device of the present invcn- 

Numerous types of golf puttew arc available for use ^ shown in a preferred embodiment in FIGS. 1 and 

in the game of golf. The design of a golf putter and the * " analternate embodment m FIGS. 3 and 4. In 

theory of its use vary widely. Golf putters which in- T ?^^^"^ embodunait. FIGS. 1 and 2, the sighting 

elude some type of aHgmnent means are available. TTie f ""^^ ^ composes a cyhndncd disk 10 havmg a diame- 

availableaHgtimentm^ include a simple to approximately the h^^^^^^ 

inthetopsiSoftheputterorinthebottomsurface St^^'^^'^T^^'SLt^^ 

p^dicuUr to the putter club face is fonned m a ^isk may easily be varied depending upon 

are known. U.S. Pat Nos. 2.929,631 and 3.468,545 m- ,5 10 is to be employed. 

dude a smaU lens sui^ to be usedwith a club head Disk 10 is provided with a fint line 15 on the cylin- 

having Ihies of two different colors. The lens' surface is der's edge. Line 15 is oriented parallel to the longitudi- 

corrugated wch that as the viewmg angle changes, the nal axis of the cylinder. The disk 10 is further provided 

color seen changes. This allows the golfer to be more with a second line 17 oriented on the edge of the disk 10 

consistent m the positioning while addressing the ball. 20 paraUel to the longitudinal axis of the cylinder The 

The golf putters of U.S. Pat Nos. 4,569,524; 4,222,566; second line 17 is preferably oriented 180' around the 

3,866,922; 4,519,612; 3,273,891 and U.S. Pat No. Des. disk 10 from line 15. The second line 17 is preferably the 

205,041 include some form ofalignment indicator either same thickness as line 15, for example approximately 

embedded in a transparent head or mserted in or affixed 1/16 of an inch (approximately 2 mm). The disk 10 is 

to the surface of a golf putter. A transparent golf putter 25 oriented on the putter head 13, either on the club face 12 

with its vertical edges rendered opaque to aid in align- as shown in the Figures or on the back of the club (not 

ment when addressing the ball is shown in U. S. Pat No. shown). The disk 10 is oriented on the club head 13 such 

4,369,974. that the first line 15 is located vertically above the sec- 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 30 ground. Disk 10 may be embedded in the putter head 12 

The present invention provides a visual alignment aid such that the exposed top 20 of the di^ 10 and the 

primarily adapted for use with a golf putter which is putter face 12 form a continuous substantially planar 

mexpensive to manufacture and can be easily afGxed to surface, FIG. 2. Alternatively, the disk 10 may be af- 

an existing putter or form an integral part of a new appropriate means, to the putter face 12, 

putter. The alignment device comprises a translucent or protruding therefrom as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4. 

transparent magnifying element, typically having the Orientation of the disk 10 on the putter head 12 al- 

shape of a cylindrical disk. The element includes a first * golfer to align the first line 15 and the second line 

line on the edge of the disk which is parallel to the "^^^^ addressing the ball to putt. The curvature of 

longitudinal axis of the cylinder and a second line on the disk 10 provides for a magnification of the second 

edge of the disk which is oriented approximately 180* ^ ^'^ viewed through the disk. This magnifica- 

around the disk from the first line and is also paraUel to ^^^^ ^ ^^"^ ^® ^^^^ through the 

the longitudinal axis of the cylmder. The first and sec- taking on the appearance of a thick line having 

ond lines are preferably of contrasting color such as edgw 16 land 18. To aid in viewing, first line 15 

black and white or black and fluorescent yeUow. This « ^® 17 are preferably formed in contrastmg 

orientation of lines on a disk provides that the second ^i?"' ^™°P^^ ^ ^ .^^^ ^« 

line is magnified by the disk when viewed from a posi- T'^l^ ^"""^ 

tion orienting the first line between the second Ime wd ^PI^S. 2 and 4) such a combmation has the appearance 

the viewer. Thus, a golfer having such a device affi^d h IfS^"*^!^^ wide wh,t fluorescent y^^^^^ 

to a putter with the ^d Ime adjacent the club foot^b "^^"^ ^ti*^^ '^^"""^^ ^ 

able to view the magnified secondlkTf^m aSoS " ^^^"^ thereon ITie u^ of a first line 

use the orientation ofAc sin^^Une^tb rS^t to^ superimposed upon a magmfied second hne allows the 

magnified second line to ass^t in body^TdS IZ ^''u^^X'ii ^ ."P ^ f 

mmf in aH/ir«cei«<* Tu^ / "T?"^ Lmcs 15 aud 17 are onented perpendicular to the top 

^^^iLT^!^^^^J^^ ^ ^l^*" 20 of the disk 10 and pittS^face 12 to assist ii 

second hne, when viewed 55 positioning the putter for the desired direction of the 

^Snni^n^f ^ T^l^ '"^/.u'^'fr P^"' Viewing the lines fiom above, orientation of the 
vary tht onentation of the putter head and the golfer's sight of line 15 with the edges 16 and 18 of magnified 
body dependmg upon the length of the putt attempted. Une 17 aUows the golfer to be consistent in bodyposi- 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS tioning with respect to the distance of the putter head 
ciri 1 ^ * ^ ^ ^ ^® golfer's body during putting to adjust for the 
FIG. 1 w a perspective view of the preferred embodi- length of the putt attempted. For example. Ime 15 can 
m^t of the present mvention. _ , _ be aligned so that it appear to be centered between 
FIG. 2 IS a top plan view of the preferred embodi- edges 16 and 18 of magnified Ime 17. m the golfer's 
mrat of tiie present mvention. view, for a particular distance to be putted. For a longer 
FIG. 3 IS a perspective view of an alternate embodi- 63 putt where, a greater distance between the golfer's body 
P'^' invention. and the putter head is desired, line 15 can be aligned 
FIG. 4 IS a top plan view of the alternate embodunent witfi outer edge 18, in the golfer's view, or in any de- 
shown m FIG. 3. sired position between the centered position and edge 
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18. Conversely, for shorter putts, line 15 can be aligned 
with edge 16, in the golfer's view, or in any position 
between the centered position and edge 16. With a 
minimum of experimentation, the golfer will become 
proficient at judging the desired alignment of line 15 ^ 
and edges 16 and 18 of magnified line 17 for the distance 
to be putted. Use of the sight device of the present 
invention allows a golfer to be more consistent in posi- 
tioning when addressing the ball for a putt thereby 
increasing putting accuracy. 

The disk 10 is preferably a transparent or translucent 
material such as glass or plastic. Further, the cylindrical 
disk shape may be altered to provide any desired degree 
of magnification desired. j ^ 

It will therefore be understood that various changes 
in tiie invention which has herein been described and 
illustrated in order to explain the nature of the invention 
may be made by those skilled in the art within the prin- 
cipal and scope of the invention as expressed in the 20 
following claims. 

What is claimed is: 

1 In combination with a golf club, visual alignment 
means comprising a transparent alignment element 
mounted upon the club head and having a generally 25 
c^indrical upper surface, a first reference mark on the 
upper cylindrical surface and a second reference mark 
on a lower surface opposite thereto, said reference 
marks being oriented such that said transparent element 
magnifies said second reference mark when viewed 30 
from a position above whereby said first reference mark 
may be adjustably disposed between a viewer and said 
second reference mark in a direction aligned with an 
intended target 

2. The alignment means of claim 1, wherein said first 
reference mark is upon the first upper surface of said 
transparent alignment element and said second refer- 
ence mark is on a second lower surface of said transpar- 
ent alignment element. ^ 

3. The visual alignment means of claim 1, wherein 
said transparent atignment element is a cylindrical disk 
shape. 

4. Hie visual alignment means of claim 1, wherein 
said first reference mark and said second reference mark 45 
are formed in contrasting colors. 

5. The visual alignment means of claim 4, wherdn 
said contrasting colors are black and white. 

6. The visual alignment means of claim 4, wherein 
said contrasting colors are black and fiuorescent yel- 50 
low. 

7. The visual alignment means of claim 1, wherein 
said transparent alignment element is attached to a a 
rear surface of a golf putter. 

8. The visual alignment means of claim 1, wherein 55 
said transparent alignment element is embedded in a 


golf putter face forming a part of a ball striking surface 
of said putter. 

9. The visual alignment means of claim 1, wherein 
said transparent alignment element is afiixed to a front 
surface of a golf club. 

10. In combination with a golf putter having a head 
for stroking a ball and a shaft for addressing the head 
with respect thereto, an alignment device comprising a 
sighting disk having a transparent cylindrical surface 
included between opposing light transmitting surfaces, 
first and second reference marks oriented on said cylin- 
drical surface at diametrically opposed portions thereto, 
said disk bdng mounted on the putter head so that the 
second reference mask when viewed through the cylin- 
drical surface from above is magnified widthwise with 
respect to the first reference mark for adjustable orien- 
tation therewith whereby the putting face may be easily 
aligned with an intended target. 

11. The alignment device of claim 10 whereby the 
first and second reference marks are lines transverse to 
the cylindrical surface. 

12. The alignment device of claim 11 wherein said 
first and second reference marks are lines of different 
colors. 

13. The alignment device of claim 10 wherein said 
disk comprises a right angle cylinder having plane par- 
allel faces. 

14. The alignment device of claim 13 wherein said 
disk is mounted upon the front face of the putter. 

15. The alignment device of claim 13 wherein said 
disk is recessed within the putter head. 

16. The alignment device of claim 15 wherein one of 
the paralld faces of the cylinder is flush with the putter 
face. 

17. Hie alignment device of claim 13 wherein said 
disk is mounted on the rear face of the putter. 

18. A head for a golf putter comprising a transparent 
portion having first and second reference marks on 
respective upper and lower sur&ces thereof, the upper 
surface of fhe transparent portion bdng substantially 
cylindrical and having a longitudinal axis generally 
perpendicular to the stroking face of the putter, said 
second reference mark being magnified widthwise with 
respect to the first reference mark when viewed from 
above for adjustable orientation therewith whereby the 
putter stroking face may be readily aligned toward an 
intended target 

19. The golf putter head of claim 18 wherein the first 
and second reference marks comprise substantially 
equal width lines of different colors so that the first 
reference line may be laterally superimposed into ad- 
justable registration on the magnified width of the sec- 
ond reference line. 

20. The golf putter head of claim 19 wherein the 

transparent portion comprises a detachable disk. 
• * • • • 
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